With a substantial number of young children testifying in North American courts (Bala, Lindsay, Lee, & Talwar, 2000; Bruck, Ceci, & Hembrooke, 1998; Gray, 1993; Honts, 1994), researchers are seeking to address questions about the accuracy and veracity of child witness testimony. Children's truthfulness when testifying is one of the critical questions in assessing the value of their testimony. Both forensic psychologists and justice system professionals are interested in understanding whether child witnesses understand the importance of telling the truth, whether they can be
With a substantial number of young children testifying in North American courts (Bala, Lindsay, Lee, & Talwar, 2000; Bruck, Ceci, & Hembrooke, 1998; Gray, 1993; Honts, 1994) , researchers are seeking to address questions about the accuracy and veracity of child witness testimony. Children's truthfulness when testifying is one of the critical questions in assessing the value of their testimony. Both forensic psychologists and justice system professionals are interested in understanding whether child witnesses understand the importance of telling the truth, whether they can be coached to tell convincing lies to conceal or fabricate information, and what measures can be used to facilitate truth-telling in children.
In the last two decades, there has been extensive research on children's conceptual understanding and moral judgements of lie-telling and truth-telling (e.g., Bussey, 1992 Bussey, , 1999 Lee, Cameron, Xu, Fu, & Board, 1997; Peterson, 1995; Peterson, Peterson, & Seeto, 1983; Siegal & Peterson, 1998; Wimmer, Gruber, & Perner, 1984;  for review, see Lee, 2000) . There has also been a growing interest in children's actual lie-telling behavior (e.g., Chandler, Fritz, & Hala, 1989; Hala, Chandler, & Fritz, 1991; Lewis, Stranger, & Sullivan, 1989; Lewis, 1993; Peskin, 1992; Polak & Harris, 1999; Talwar & Lee, 2002) . However, there is limited empirical research that has directly addressed these issues in the legal context (Haugaard, 1993; Haugaard, Reppucci, Laird, & Nauful, 1991; Honts, 1994; Huffman, Warren, & Larson, 1999; Lyon & Saywitz, 1999; Pipe & Goodman, 1991; Pipe & Wilson, 1994; Talwar, Lee, Bala, & Lindsay, 2002) . The majority of the existing studies on children's lie-telling behavior and their conceptual knowledge of lying have primarily been motivated by trying to gain a better understanding of theoretical issues in developmental psychology. Studies of children's concept and moral judgment of lying are mainly concerned with trying to resolve the theoretical debate regarding the nature and ontogeny of morality. Research to date suggests that children's conceptual knowledge about lying and truth-telling develops as early as the preschool years (e.g., Bussey, 1992 Bussey, , 1999 Peterson, 1995) . Most studies of children's lie-telling behavior have focused on the development of intentional understanding or theory of mind (Chandler et al., 1989; Hala et al., 1991; Lewis, 1993; Lewis et al., 1989; Peskin, 1992; Polak & Harris, 1999) . These studies have found that lying behavior emerges as early as 2-3 years of age. Also, by 3 years of age children are already successful lie-tellers. Adults who rely solely on children's nonverbal behaviors often fail to detect their lies (Lewis et al., 1989; Talwar & Lee, 2002) .
However, in most of these studies children were lying about their own transgressions. A more relevant issue for the justice system centers on children's tendency to lie when coached by another individual with whom they may have an important relationship, as children are frequently called as witnesses to testify about their alleged abuse by a trusted adult. Central issues for the justice system are whether a child is lying to protect a parent who is alleged to have abused the child by falsely denying that abuse occurred, or whether a child is fabricating an allegation at the behest of a parent (perhaps against the other parent during a custody dispute).
Although research has found that adults are motivated to tell lies for people other than themselves to protect another person's feelings or out of loyalty (DePaulo, Kashy, Kirkendol, Wyer, & Epstein, 1996; DePaulo, Zuckerman, & Rosenthal, 1980) , very limited research has examined children's lie-telling behavior for others. The few existing studies investigating this issue have produced inconsistent findings. In a study by Greenglass (1972) , children were asked by a child confederate, who had previously helped the subject child, to conceal that the confederate child had broken a vase. Greenglass found that 12-year-olds were more likely than 8-year-olds to lie to cover-up the transgression for the peer. Wilson and Pipe (1989) had an unfamiliar adult "magician" ask 5-and 6-year-olds to conceal the adult's accidental spillage of ink on a pair of gloves; after the request was made, the children did not spontaneously
